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Grasshopper (common name)

» ClassInsecta, Order Orthoptera

* Over 500 species in Australia

+ Has 6 legs, 2 antenna and chewing mouthpieces
* Move by hoppingor shortflights

* Make sounds by rubbing hind legs against wing
or casing (stridulation)

+ [Eat mainlygrasses or leaves of trees
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                                      Grasshopper (common name )    • Class Insecta , Order Orthoptera • Over 500 species in Australia • Has 6 legs, 2 antenna and chewing mouthpieces • Move by hopping or short flights • Make sounds by rubbing hind legs against wing or casing (stridulation) • Eat mainly grasses or leaves of tree s 5 scienceconnections.edu.au
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Kangaroo (common name)

* Family: Macropodidae (meaning large foot)

+ Have powerful hind legs used for hopping
movement and kicking when threatened

* Endothermic (can warm own blood)

* Are marsupials (young born underdeveloped and
mature in mother’s pouch)

* New teeth grow at the rear of jaw and move
forward over time

» Herbivores (eatgrasses, leaves and bark)
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                                      Kangaroo (common name )    • Family: Macropodidae (meaning large foot) • Have powerful hind legs used for hopping movement and kicking when threatened • Endothermic (can warm own blood) • Are marsupials (young born underdeveloped and mature in mother’s pouch) • New teeth grow at the rear of jaw and move forward over tim e • Herbivores (eat grasses, leaves and bark) 6 scienceconnections.edu.au
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Frog (common name)

+ Class: Amphibia

+ Have moist skin and webbed feet

* Tail-less adults have lungs, live inwater or land
+ Ectotherm (relies on environment to warm up)
+ Lay moist eggs in water

* Young tadpoles have tails and gills

+ Eatinsects including ants, grasshoppers and
snails
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                                      Frog (common name)    • Class: Amphibia • Have m oist skin and webbed feet • Tail - less a dults have lungs, live in water o r lan d • Ectotherm (relies on environment to warm up) • Lay moist eggs in water • Young tadpoles have tails and gills • Eat insects including ants, grasshoppers and snails 7 scienceconnections.edu.au
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Lizard (common name)

* Phylum: Chordata, class; Reptilia

* Dry scales cover body

+ Lay eggs with a dry shell

+ Ectotherm (relies on environment to warm up)

+ Some can run on two legs to avoid hot surfaces
+ Have dry scales and no legs

+ Often territorial (fight off other lizards)

+ Eat insects and frogs
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                                      Lizard (common name)    • Phylum: Chordata, class; Reptilia • Dry scales cover body • Lay eggs with a dry shell • Ectotherm (relies on environment to warm up) • Some can run on two legs to avoid hot surfaces • Have dry scales and no legs • Often territorial (fight off other lizards) • Eat insects and frog s 8 scienceconnections.edu.au
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Eucalyptus tree (common name)

+ Belongs to the family Myrtaceae

* Agenus that contains over 700 species

+ Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples uses
include leaves for medicines, sap for nutrients, bark
and wood for utensils, spears, boomerangs, shields
and rope

* Use photosynthesis to transform sunlight into
chemical energy (sugars)

* Leaves produce highly flammable oil that is toxic to
most animals

* Koalas, greater glider and ringtail possums can eat
eucalyptus leaves

» Insects that eat parts of the tree include
Grasshoppers, Leafblister Sawflies, and Spring
Beetles

* Snails eat the dried bark and dead leaves
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Spinifex grasses (common name)

» Includes two genera (plural of genus) Spinifex
(coastal grass) and Triodia (hummock grass in
central Australia)

+ Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander uses
include as a food source, making rope, baskets
and resin for glues (Triodia only)

+ Use photosynthesis to transform sunlight into
chemical energy (sugars)

« Stiff pointed leaves

+ Spinifex pigeons, kangaroos, snails and
grasshoppers eat the leaves

sclenceconnections.edu.au
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Snail (common name)

Belong to the phylum Mollusca, class
Gastropodia

Australia has hundreds of snails that are native
to Australia. Humans have also introduced many
non-indigenous snails

Seven land snails are listed as endangered

Has a single ‘foot’ that is able to be completely
withdraw into a single shell

Lays moist eggs in water

Eats spinifex grass and dried leaves and bark of
eucalypt trees
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Ant (common name)

+ Class: Insecta, Family: Formicidae

+ Has 3 main body segments, 6 legdinked to the
abdomen and 2 antenna

* Over 1,275 species of Australian ants

* Livein colonies
+ Lay eggs that are tended by workers

+ May use stings or powerful jaws to protect the
colony

+ Eat sugar-rich nectar from plants, seeds
occasionally other insects

@@@@ scienceconnections.edu.au
BY NC SA




image13.svg
                                      Ant (common name )    • Class: Insecta , Family: Formicidae • Has 3 main body segments, 6 legs linked to the abdomen and 2 antenna • Over 1,275 species of Australian ants • Live in colonies • Lay eggs that are tended by worker s • May use stings or powerful jaws to protect the colony • Eat sugar - rich nectar from plants, seeds occasionally other insects 4 scienceconnections.edu.au
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Snake (common name)

* Phylum: Chordata, class; Reptilia

» Australia have nearly 200 species of snakes

+ 25 Australian snakes are considereddeadly

+ Lay eggs with a shell

+ Ectotherm (relies on environment to warm up)
+ Have dryscales and no legs

+ [Eat a variety of small mammals, lizardsand
frogs
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                                    Snake (common name)    • Phylum: Chordata, class; Reptilia • Australia have nearly 200 species of snakes • 25 Australian snakes are considered deadly • Lay eggs with a shell • Ectotherm (relies on environment to warm up) • Have dry scales and no leg s • Eat a variety of small mammals, lizards an d frogs 9 scienceconnections.edu.au
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Kookaburra (common name)

* Genus: Dacelo
+ Contains5 species
* Native to Australia and New Guinea

+ Has off-white chestwith dark brown and light
brown back and wings. Contains a dark brown
eye-stripe through the face.

+ Has adistinctive laughingcall
+ Lay eggswith a dry shell
* Endothermic (can warm own blood)

+ Small prey are eaten whole, while larger prey are
killed by bashing against a tree branch

+ Eats insects, lizards, frogs and snakes
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                                    Kookaburra (common name )    • Genus: Dacelo • Contains 5 species • Native to Australia and New Guinea • Has off - white chest with dark brown and light brown back and wings. Contains a dark brown eye - stripe through the face. • Has a distinctive laughing call • Lay eggs with a dry shell • Endothermic (can warm own blood) • Small prey are eaten whole, while larger prey are killed by bashing against a tree branch • Eats insects, lizards, frogs and snakes 10 scienceconnections.edu.au
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Owl (common name)

020

* Class Aves, Order Strigiformes

+ Australia has 11 species of owls

* Nocturnal birds

* Endothermic (can warm own blood)

+ Usual formsa nest if the cavity of a tree
+ Lay eggs with a dry shell

+ [Eats small mammalgrabbits and ringtail
possums) and reptiles (snakes and lizards)

scienceconnections.edu.au
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                                      Owl (common name)    • Class Aves, Order Strigiformes • Australia has 11 species of owls • Nocturnal birds • Endothermic (can warm own blood) • Usual forms a nest if the cavity of a tree • Lay eggs with a dry shell • Eats small mammals ( rabbits and ringtail possums) and reptiles (snakes and lizards) 11 scienceconnections.edu.au
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Magpie (common name)

Gymnorhina tibicen
Diurnal bird

Black and white markings that can vary between
different states of Australia

Can mimic other sounds including birds, dogs,
horses and humans

Able to recognise up to 100 faces
Lay eggs with a dry shell

A territorial bird, it may swoop people during
breeding season

Endothermic (can warm own blood)

Eat insects, skink lizards, frogs, some fruits and
seeds

Scienceconnections.edu.au 1





image21.png
Dingo (common name)

+ Canus lupus dingo
* Medium-sized canine

« Coat colours include light ginger or tan, black
and tan, or creamy white

- Closely related to New Guinea singing dog
« Introduced to Australia over 5,000 years ago
« Endothermic (can warm own blood)

« Eats birds, mammals (including kangaroos),
reptiles, insects, fish and frogs
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