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Identifying inherited traits
Introduction
This activity will help you to understand variation in the inheritance of traits in a population. You may have inherited these traits from your parents.

Procedure
In the table below is a list of common inherited traits. Identify if you have the traits and record your results. Calculate the percentage of students in the class that have each trait. 

	Inherited trait
	Do you have this trait?
	Percentage of class with this trait

	Tongue rolling
	
	

	Attached earlobes
	
	

	Widow’s peak
	
	

	Dimples
	
	

	Cleft chin
	
	

	Hitchhiker’s thumb
	
	

	Hair on middle finger
	
	

	Freckles
	
	

	Hand clasping (left thumb on top)
	
	

	Hair colour (dark hair)
	
	

	Wavy/curly hair
	
	



Discussion
1. Count and record how many traits you have inherited.

2. What is the most common trait in your class?

3. What is the least common trait in your class?

4. Explain why there is variation in the class.
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